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MINUTES OF THE PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE MEETING  
 HELD AT ST ENDELLION HALL  
ON MONDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 6:30pm  

	Minute
	Agenda Items
	Action

	
	Present
Cllrs: Button (Chair of the Committee), Penny, Cleave, Webster, Hills, Symons
C&MS: Ms Jon
Clerk/Admin (will be referred to as Clerk in the Minutes): D. Harrison
	

	25/7
	Delegated Authority – The committee has delegated authority to make decisions regarding the playing field development. There are limits to delegation, in this context, the limitation would be the borrowing of money.
This will be added to the Terms of Reference.

	

	25/8
	Clerks Recommendation for Procurement Training
The Clerk is still waiting for future training dates. 
Cllr Penny suggests asking the trainer to train all Cllrs as it would benefit the Parish Council (PC) as a whole. There could be the possibility of joining forces with other PCs.

	

	25/9
	Minutes of Meetings 
Members to approve the minutes from 9th June 2025 – Members resolve that the minutes be accepted as a true record.

	

	25/10
	Reports 
 
Chairperson of the Committee – Cllr Button – Explains the background of the project which began in 2021/22. CAD Architects were enlisted from the outset as they had been involved in local football clubs and community projects. Draft renders were prepared for initial public consultation of which there were two waves. Of the feedback received, the support for the project was overwhelmingly supportive. The outline planning application for the development was submitted in March 2023 for a playing field and social hub including the access points and drainage. There was one objection received from the AONB. This first step established planning viability. The following stage will determine technical viability. All the necessary site engineering reports, soil infiltration, biodiversity net gain etc were carried out and a full planning application was submitted on 22nd May 2025. 
There have been two objections to the application – two technical areas – first from the local lead of the flood authority who has raised an objection regarding the drainage. They find above ground drainage more favourable, and we are proposing below ground soak away. They have suggested an attenuation pond which does not seem feasible. 
The second objection is in reference to the biodiversity net gain and whether a section 106 is required. If it is, then we must adhere to it and establish costs. 
Cllr Penny suggests the section in the dog walking field behind the bench. 
J. Sproull carried out the preliminary ecological assessment and his report has outlined how it could be achieved and highlights a thirty-year commitment. 
The architects are trying to find solutions to the two objections. Cllr Button informs Members that the project is not at the stage of borrowing money or accessing funding streams. He hopes to have the outcome of the planning application in next six weeks. 
Cllr Button emphasises that the pitch does not need to be FA standard and that the works proposed for decent drainage and levelling will be a vast improvement on the current pitch. Predicted costs of £350-400,000 for land scaping, access, drainage etc. Plans for a Community Interest Company (CIC) to manage the hub build and the playing field to be completed by the PC. Plans for another community consultation to establish whether the community supports the borrowing of money to complete the playing field development. Members discuss the possibility of local companies completing the work and whether changing rooms would be applicable. There is potential for a separate building if connected to FA funding, but the children who will be accessing the facility generally do not need them. Changing rooms and grass quality have been mentioned in the reports.
Plan to get the grounds/foundations ready for both projects but complete the football pitch before deciding how to go ahead with the hub build. The pump for the waste water will be costly. 
Cllr Penny asks if cranes are needed for the hub build, will this affect the completed playing field? Cllr Button expects contractors would enter from the car park side. There would need to be a fenced perimeter to keep people out. Would need a time limit on how long it could be left. This wouldn’t be seen from the road. 

St Minver Lowlands - Clerk met with a representative of the CIC for the development at St Minver. A report was shared with Cllr Penny; Cllr Cleave and Cllr Button.
  
	



	25/11
	Diary Dates 
Playing Field Committee Meeting – Cllr Button suggests the same process of a 6:30pm committee meeting before the November full council meeting. 

	

	25/12
	Meeting Closed – 7pm


	



Signature: D Harrison (Clerk) 		Date: 09/09/2025
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